CHRISTIANITY AND  ISLAM

have combined to develop an intricate
administrative system, which newcomers
could not be expected to understand, much
less to recreate or to remodel. Yet the
theory has long been held that the Arabs
entirely reorganised the constitutions of
these countries. Excessive importance has
been attached to the statements of Arab
authors, who naturally regarded Islam as
the beginning of all things. In every detail
of practical life they regarded the prophet
and his contemporaries as their ruling ideal,
and therefore naturally assumed that the
constitutional practices of the prophet were
his own invention. The organisation of the
conquering race with its tribal subordina-
tion was certainly purely Arab in origin.
In fact the conquerors seemed so unable to
adapt themselves to the conditions with
which they met, that foreigners who joined
their ranks were admitted to the Muham-
medan confederacy only as clients of the
various Arab tribes. This was, however, a
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